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say to them. If it were possible to succeed in causing them to
live together in peace, there would arise another difficulty. The
Troquois would gain all these nations over to the English, on
account of their greater facilities for commerce. An example
of this is already seen ; Detroit has not sent to the office at Mon-
treal more than seven hundred weight of beaver this year, while
Michilimackinac has sent forty thousand pounds. It is certain,
however, that the Detroit tribes have traded as much as usual,
therefore the rest must have passed to the English.

If Michilimackinac is abandoned and the Outawas go to
Detroit, as M. la Motte intends, it is certain that the low price
of the English goods will cause the trade in beaver to pass into
their colony, without our being able to prevent it. We should
also lose the beaver from mnorth of Lake Superior, which is
the best there is; it will pass to the English at Hudson’s Bay.

M. d’Aigremont disputes the account given of the soil about
Detroit, by M. la Motte and others. He describes it as consist-
ing of a sandy surface, nine or ten inches deep, beneath which
is a clay so stiff that water cannot penetrate it. The timber,
he says, is small, stunted oaks, and hardy walnuts; he acknowl-
edges that the land produces good Indian-corn, but says that is
because the soil is new. He does not believe that the fruits of
Europe can be brought to perfection there, because the roots of
the trees stand in water. Considerable cider! is made there,
but it is bitter as gall. It is true that the country is warm,
being only forty-three degrees north latitude; but the difficulty
arises from the fact that the ground is new and full of water.
There are some small chestnuts which are pretty good to the
taste, but they are the only kind of fruit that is good. The
grasshoppers eat all the garden-plants, so that it is necessary to
plant and sow the same thing even to the fourth time.

Even if the land were ever so productive, there would be no
market, and the trade of this post would never be useful to
France—the result of which would be that the establishment
would always prove a burden to the colony, and of no use to the
kingdom. It may be said that, if we abandon it, the English

1Doubtless made of crab-apples—a spontaneous production of the
country.— MRS. SHELDON.



